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John R. Stockwell introduces the documentary made about him by Academy 
Award-winning filmmaker Saul Landau. The movie has been shown in several 
film festivals around the world and on TV in many countries; but the U.S. 
networks, including PBS, refused to show it. Consequently, our showing 
provides its American premiere. Next, we look at segments of three weeks' 
coverage by the TV networks of the situation concerning the Russian troops 
in Cuba, interspersed with John's comments. Finally, John gives his 
evaluation of Cuba, having recently visited there three times, and his 
arguments against the CIA. The program was designated "tonight's highlight" 
by the Austin American-Statesman and evoked much discussion. 
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the experience has been so rewarding you know inside the Cl you're very much have the feeling of 
belonging to a religious order that's not how you would verbalize it inside the Cl but that's the effect you you 
live with cie people you socialize with CIA people and you have quite a feeling that outsiders the rest of the 
world are hostile and misguided and that inside the Cl you're safe and you're with people you can trust in 
people who view the world correctly and it it was the most refreshing thing about leaving the CIA and getting 
outside and meeting people in the press and the media and universities around the nation was to find how 
many really decent people there are who are working hard for things they believe in and are quite responsive 
to someone who's made a gesture as as | have to a moral gesture and lecturing for example I've as | say I've 


lectured | guess three dozen times | haven't counted but many many times and | have yet to have one 
lecture that did not go hours beyond the prescribed time even when | had to catch an airplane they would still 
keep me for hours a lecture you know would be scheduled for an hour an hour and a half and 15 minutes of 
questions and it would go on in fact until midnight one o'clock with people asking questions and the 
discussion just flowing and then more often than not go somewhere to drink beer and talk on until three or 
four in the morning the interest is extremely high in this subject of the secret government and governmental 
abuses the encroachment of the government on individuals inside our society but also on on the peoples of 
the world speaking of which John have you been contacted or pressured by the CIA there was a threat that 
they were going to sue they had sued French net for publishing his book about the CIA and you were worried 
last 
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about the CIA and you were worried last time you were here that you might be sued also have you heard 
anything from the city recently when they when they sued snap which was spraying a year ago his book 
came out a few months before mine did which | regret because | i think my book was a much better book ina 
moral sense not quality of writing or anything but the government got to him first just before my book came 
out and sued him and made snip a test case then my book came out and unofficially they were you know 
talking in Washington it was clear that the government was frustrated that they moved against him instead of 
me and | was frustrated because there was going to be a snap precedent instead of a stock will precedent 
and | think | would have put up a fight that would have been much more effective for this reason snap 
believes in the CIA he believes in covert action against the third world countries he believes in secrecy his 
only complaint was that in Vietnam there was a scandal at the end and it was covered up in the evacuation 
Vietnam | believe that the CIA is a moral tragedy and that it's discredited the United States and then it should 
be closed down that we should revert to openness and telling telling it like it is and telling the truth to people i 
think secrecy doesn't work | think if masks and provides a cover for people to do things which would 
definitely be unacceptable to the society at large there's nothing they do that is forthright positive that you 
can stand up in church or wherever you go and say I'm you know this is what | did last week and I'm proud of 
it overseas it's all you're a secret operative that means your existence there is a lot you're pretending to be a 
diplomat or a scholar or something which are not you're getting information covertly and that means | mean 
we have diplomats in these 
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means | mean we have diplomats in these countries who talked to people endlessly if the information is 
overtly available they will get it you're there to bribe and to induce people to be spies to commit treason and 
you're also there to instigate activities meaning subversion now these are heavy crimes in every country in 
the world normally punishable by death this is what the CIA does | think you also made the point before a 
well-taken point again that if we just went into some of these countries and and bought them with money 
we'd be took a lot more for our American interest than if we tried to insignia slee you know overthrow their 
governments give LSD to their leaders hire prostitutes to be filmed in compromising positions with other 
leaders that we just went in and just pump some money into them and we could probably buy more friends 
that way than what the CIA has been doing over the last 20 years or so and and | even hedge a little bit at 
the word by friends you know they have a in the Cl we had a saying that you can you can rent an African but 
you can't buy and because you know you make payments to people and and as long as it's in their interest to 
work with you they will and then when you run out of the situation changes they're going to work continue to 
work in their interest which may not be parallel to yours any longer but the point is that there are certain 
techniques of interpersonal and international relations which work on the long-term and lying cheating deceit 
and skulduggery don't work in the long term you put yourself down yes if we would go in with this 13 billion 
dollars alone and deal overtly with people i'm sure and work for sincerely for human rights and for democratic 
action so that those countries can try to have governments like our own and systems like our own surely we 
would be further ahead than we are right now what about intelligence gathering if they did that without the 
dirty trick oh yeah is that possible you think well this question 
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possible you think well this question always comes up and I've thought about it a great deal for years now 
and | conclude my own personal conclusion is quite firm that the quality of our intelligence would be much 
greater if we did not have the sea-ice covert collection systems if you've read anything about the CIA and 
kept up with it you've noticed that the CI has a long history of colossal intelligence failures i don't mean 
covert operations exploded in our face and splattered us with with foul propaganda and presents around the 
world but | mean failure to advise the United States government on what is happening in a given situation in 
the world one of the more dramatic ones recently was Iran a year ago where the the week that Iran fell apart 
that it broke down completely leading directly to the Shahs ouster the Cl had in its typewriters a report a 
national intelligence estimate that there was no serious opposition to the Shah in Iran do you have one side 
of the house the operators of which | was one out there recruiting spies and gathering intelligence you know 
the other side of the house are PhDs and people with master's degrees who are professional analysts and 
theoretically the system should produce good intelligence the argument they always throw out is that the CIA 
you have to have the human agent to find out what people intend to do you can get their capabilities from 
their missile manuals and whatnot but what they intend to do with those missiles you have to have an agent 
penetration the fallacy of this is that look at our own White House who would you have to have as your spy in 
the White House to know what the White House is going to do | mean obviously the White House doesn't 
know what it's going to do in a given situation until usually a day or two after it's done it particularly this one 
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after it's done it particularly this one but the next one one was wasn't much better and you would have had to 
have had Henry Kissinger in your pocket to have an estimate of what was being done and what he was 
going to do spies are the most unreliable source of information that can be had a spy is by definition almost a 
person of abnormal psychology normal people don't betray their countries abnormal people do betray their 
countries for various reasons a spy can be a an adventurer who's out to have fun making up information a 
fabricator for various reasons a double agent working for his own country and for you are working for his own 
country against you are working for the French against both you and Russia and you add this all up inside 
the CIA we took our own spy information with huge doses of salt | could go on and on and on with illustration 
| think the point that you made its what was well taken last time that you are on the show was that an agency 
that spends over 10 billion dollars a year collects now at letter dating lesson okay 13 billion collects a lot less 
than ten percent of the actual hardcore intelligence | think what was the exact percentage interest yeah we 
were told inside the Cl on things like the mid career course that the clandestine services collect about four 
percent of the total gross input and of that clearly a trivial amount was important we all knew that but we 
always lived for that one report that you get that would be a big report that would tell everything but see the 
problem with secrecy in an intelligence business is that it it look at the academic world and try to picture it if 
you were able to write your thesis to convince one person your monitor your professor and no one else you 
could go to the professor 
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